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n e t t l e s 

SYNOPSIS // Nettles are stinging plants. Shot 
over the course of a year, in six chapters, this short 
film explores stinging moments in the lives of 
different girls and women.

DIRECTOR’S BIO // A native of Tennessee, 
Raven Jackson is a filmmaker, poet, & photographer 
currently attending New York University's Graduate 
Film Program. In her work, gray areas of life are often 
detailed. She is particularly interested in stories which 
add texture to the pivotal experience of coming-of-age 
and/or into one's sexuality, as well as the body's 
relationship to nature. NETTLES, winner of a 2017 
inaugural Flies Collective Film Grant, is her fifth 
narrative short film. 

PRODUCER’S BIO // Maria Altamirano has 
produced numerous short films that have screened at 
festivals around the world. Prior to filmmaking, Maria 
was Market Research Manager at Paramount Pictures 
where she worked extensively in brand and 
development studies, production test screenings, ad 
testing and developing key marketing insights for the 
studio’s slate. Maria is a UCLA graduate currently 
pursuing an MBA and MFA from New York 
University’s prestigious dual degree program and is in 
development for her first feature film. Maria is a 
California native who also grew up in Lima, Peru.

CINEMATOGRAPHER’S BIO // Jomo Fray 
is an award-winning cinematographer whose work has 
been featured on CNN, CBS, and in The New York 
Times. By utilizing a strong background in 
cinematography, philosophy, and photography he 
aims to create innovative and evocative visual stories. 
A recent recipient of the Kodak Vision Award, Fray 
seeks to build upon a long tradition of experiential 

narrative short | 24 mins, 30 secs

storytelling--films that seek to have the viewer not 
only see the story, but feel it as well. He attended 
Brown University for his undergraduate education 
and is currently an MFA candidate at the Tisch 
School of the Arts.

PRODUCTION DESIGNER’S  BIO //Ali 
Kashfi is a production designer and architect based 
in New York City. He is currently working as a 
design consultant at Tiffany & Co. while completing 
his second Master's of Fine Arts at NYU's Tisch 
School of the Arts.

FILM SPECIFICATIONS                             
Camera: Arriflex 416                                          
Film Type: 16mm Color                                
Running Time: 24 min, 30 secs                                   
Original Language: English                             
Sound Format: Dolby 5.1                              
Camera Format: 2.35                                     
Original Title: Nettles                                    
Fiction, Short Film, Drama                      
Completed: February, 2018                                                        

MADE WITH THE SUPPORT OF            
A 2017 Flies Collective Film Grant, Kodak, ARRI 
Rental

DIRECTOR CONTACT                              
Raven Jackson                
ravenjacksonhere@gmail.com                               
US 931.216.3121
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Director’s Statement

Some memories flicker behind my eyes like 
glass. They’ve grown thorns - turned into 
punctures. Stings.

I remember being fourteen and sitting on the 
toilet in my family’s house - the bathroom door 
wide open. My panties and shorts around my 
ankles. It was summer and everything was slick 
with heat. Birds screamed in the trees.

My father walked down the hallway, his 
footsteps heavy as bricks. He stopped at the 
bathroom, a brown cigar behind his ear, his 
eyes low: 'You gotta start closing the door,' he 
said. And the door slid shut. And the birds kept 
screaming. I remember looking down at my 
hands - to my bare thighs. The way light came 
through blinds. 

It’s been over thirteen years since that day in 
the bathroom, yet I still remember it as if it 
were yesterday. The knowing that something 
about me had changed - or ended. It seems like 
a small moment. Why do I remember? Why do 
we remember?

NETTLES is a constant questioning and 
exploration of specific moments in the lives of 
different girls and women that, for one reason 
or the other, will always be with them. With 
NETTLES, I’m interested in looking at the 
stings we carry - and being present for the 
puncture.
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